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Ihe Man Who Cursed on Calvary 


BY DR. H. A. IRONSIDE 
How the Bible Proved Itself to An Infidel 


It has always been a cause for 
much gratitude to God on my part 
that He gave me some very won- 
derful experiences in connection 
with the salvation of souls in my 
very early days as a worker for 
Christ. 

I was only a lad of fifteen when 
I left my home to become a Sal- 
vation Army officer, and at the 
age of sixteen I was commissioned 
as Lieutenant. I served in this ca- 
pacity in the city of San Ber- 
nardino, California, where at that 
time our meetings were attracting 
large audiences because of the 
many remarkable cases of conver- 
sion that had taken place just 
shortly before Captain R and 
I were sent to that post, as also 
after our arrival. 


For some two weeks I had 
noticed a handsome, blond young 
man who always occupied the same 
seat about half-way down the hall 
on the left-hand side from the plat- 
form, and he seemed to me to be 
listening with great earnestness— 
so much so that I could not get his 
face out of my mind, and felt sure 
that God must be dealing with 


Trial Subs Spread the 


Gospel Inexpensively 


Let's Send Thousands of Friends 
"The Sword of the Lord“ 4 
Months for 25c, or 5 for $1.00 


Let us repeat an old, old story 
here. It is our fervent and con- 
tinual prayer that God will help 
us to get out the gospel every 
way possible. So despite the edi- 
tor’s heavy evangelistic duties, we 
publish this soul winning, Bible 
teaching, gospel paper each week 
and send it forth to thousands of 
homes. The editor never gets a 
penny from the paper. The truth 
is that Mrs. Rice and I have had 
the privilege of investing several 
thousands of dollars in this blessed 
work for the Lord. And God is 
blessing it. Many have been saved 
and numberless Christians have 
been led nearer the Lord and 
helped in Christian living and soul 
winning by these messages. The 
future looks bright for this paper, 
with messages by Dr. Charles 
Fuller of the Old Fashioned Reviv- 
al Hour Broadcast, Dr. H. A. Iron- 
side, pastor of Moody Church, and 
by other leading soul winners in 
America, as well as by the editor. 
We believe The Sword of the Lord 
will prove to readers that it is the 
best evangelistic paper in America. 
We think many thousands of homes 
need this weekly visitor. 


So you may send The Sword of 
the Lord for four months, seven- 
teen weeks, to any home you like 
for only 25c. Or you may send 
five such subscriptions for $1.00. 

Others may want to send twenty- 
five such subscriptions for $5.00. 

We trust our readers will prayer- 
fully invest some money in getting 
out the gospel and we know that 
the Word of God, preached ten- 
derly and boldly, will not return 
to Him void. 


Thousands would subscribe for 
themselves if first they could have 
a trial subscription and learn what 
the paper is like. Will you do 
them a favor and help us to do a 
good work for our Lord Jesus by 
sending in some trial subscriptions 
at once? Jesus is surely coming 
soon. Let us hasten to “preach the 

to every creature.” Mail 
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him. On several occasions I made 
an effort to speak to him before he 
reached the front door, but he did 
not seem to wish to speak with 
anyone, and the moment the bene- 
diction was pronounced he would 
leave as quickly as he could. 

This had been going on for over 
a fortnight when on one particular 
evening he came in a little later 
than usual. The meeting was al- 
ready in full swing and every seat 
occupied except two, and they right 
up at the front of the auditorium. 
He came diffidently up the aisle, 
looking to right and left for a 
place, and finally slipped into one 
of these vacant chairs. He sat 
there holding his hat in his hand, 
looking as though he felt some- 
what like a fish out of water, and 
very uncomfortable, because of be- 
ing so near to the speakers. 

Mentally I said, “Well, young 
man, I’ve got you tonight,” for I 
knew that if he did not leave be- 
fore the benediction he would not 
get out afterward before I could 
reach him. 

And so it happened. The moment 
the meeting was dismissed he 
turned to go, but the aisle was full, 
and I stepped over the penitents’ 
form and asked him if he would 
mind sitting down for a few mo- 
ments’ conversation. He looked as 
though he did mind, but he was 
polite enough to say he did not, 
so I took him at his word rather 
than at his looks. 

A conversation ensued very much 
as follows, so nearly as I can now 
remember it. 

1 have noticed you here for a 
number of nights, and wanted to 
speak to you before. May I ask 
if you are a Christian?“ 

As he endeavored to reply I saw 
that he had difficulty with his 
speech; in fact, he stuttered very 
noticeably and he was evidently 
very nervous. He replied, “No, I 
certainly am not!“ 

“Have you any desire to be?“ 

“Well, that is a difficult ques- 
tion to answer. I can hardly say.“ 

“Just what is your attitude, then, 
toward Christianity?“ 

‘You want to label me, do you?“ 
he parried. ‘“In that case, it is 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


BY EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


“And there shall be signs in 
the sun, and in the moon, and 
in the stars; and upon the 
earth distress of nations, with 
perplexity; the sea and the 
waves roaring. 

Men's hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming 
on the earth: for the powers 
of heaven shall be shaken. 

“And then shall they see the 
Son of man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory. 

“And when these things be- 
gin to come to pass, then look 
up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draweth nigh”’ 
(Luke 21:25-28). 


This age is like none that the 
world has ever seen before. There 
is a general distress that is world- 
wide that we never felt, even in 
the days of the first world war. 
Even when America was in the 
war, there was no such a distress, 
such questionings. No government 
in the world feels steady and safe. 
Even war correspondents and edi- 
tors, politicians and generals, edu- 
cators and the thoughtful man on 
the street talk hopelessly of thé 
future, of the breakdown of our in- 
stitutions and even of the threat- 
ened end of civilization. 


Without understanding the sig- 
nificance of what they see, these 
men know that the world is des- 
perately sick. They know it is sick 
in a different degree and possibly 
with a worse disease than it ever 
had before. 

And common observers are right. 
The present civilization, we believe, 
has about run its course. Soon the 
Saviour will come to take away 
His saints. Human governments 
will combine in the last mad clash 
of man against God. The last dic- 
tator will rise and rule and will 
be defeated, his armies slain, his 
kingdom utterly destroyed by the 
personal return of Christ with His 
saints and angels to reign on the 
earth. 

We believe that in the present 


world-wide war there are definite 


World-Wide War and the Bible 


The above is a brand new book 
by Editor John R. Rice. Ten thou- 
sand copies are being printed, and 
should be ready before you get 
this copy of The Sword of the 
Lord. There are 128 pages, regular 
book size, ten point type. The 
chapters are: 


1. Will America Get In? 
2. Should Christians Fight? 


3. Universal Human Wickedness 
and the Inevitable Collapse of Hu- 
man Civilization. 

4. The Prophesied Future Line- 
Up of the Nations. 

5. War-Signs That 
Coming Soon. 


The book is printed on regular 
book paper, has a nice leatherette 
cover, 128 full-size pages. Ordinari- 
ly a book of that size should sell 
for fifty cents a copy. By printing 
10,000 copies at one time, we are 
able to offer it for the remarkably 
low price of twenty-five cents a 
copy, or five copies for $1.00. 

Every young man and boy who 
registered for the draft, will want 
a copy. Every Christian concerned 
about the war, surely will want a 
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for us to fear that America is go- 
ing to be involved in the war be- 
cause of the wrath of God on our 
sins. Chapter two shows that 
under certain conditions God au- 
thorizes Christians to fight in war, 
and what a Christian ought to do 
about it. Chapter three shows that 


the war proves the depravity of 


mankind, the truth of the Bible, 
the failure of human institutions, 
the error in the teaching of evo- 
lution, and that all men need a 
Saviour. It is evangelistic and com- 
pelling. Chapter five shows the 
probable outcome of the present 
war, the prophesied line-up of the 
nations, which are even now tend- 
ing toward the relationship foretold 
in Bible prophecy. And the last 
chapter is the one printed in this 
paper, showing how the war is defi- 
nite evidence that Christ must 
come soon. 

Your money back if not more 
than satisfied with this new strong, 
thrilling book on war. Remember 
there are 128 pages, the book is 
a half-inch thick, and is up-to-the- 
minute. Better order five for $1.00 
so. you can give some to friends. 

Write to The Sword of the Lord 


Publishers, 512 West Franklin 
Street, Wheaton, Tilinels, 


War-Signs of the Soon : 
Coming of Christ 


signs; convincing, compelling signs 
that the Saviour must come soon. 

Do not misunderstand me. I 
shall not set any date for the Sav- 
iour’s coming. The Saviour said in 
Mark 13:32, 33: 

“But of that day and that 
hour knoweth no man, no, not 
the angels which are in Heav- 
en, neither the Son, but the 
Father. 

“Take ye heed, watch and 
pray: for ye know not when 
the time is” (Mark 13:32, 33). 


No man knows, when Jesus Him- | 


self, when He was on earth, did 
not know the time of His second 
coming. The angels in Heaven do 
not know the time, so let no man 
pretend to know. We know neither 
the day, nor the hour, nor the 
time. Seventh Day Adventists in 


the days of Miller and Mrs. White, | 


set the time, as many others have 
done, by making Daniel’s seven- 
tieth week (Daniel, chapter 9) 
mean 2,520 years. But they missed 
the time and caused great con- 
fusion and reproach on the Bible 
doctrine of the second coming. 
Anglo-Israel teachers, and others, 
have claimed to see in the Great 
Pyramid in Egypt an inspired rev- 
elation of the end of the age. They 
made an inch mean a year, and set 
various times for the coming of 
Christ and the end of this age. 
But their speculations were in vain, 
their calculations have failed in 
the past, and will fail in the future. 
Jesus Himself plainly warned that 
no man knows the time of His sec- 
ond coming. Others have taught 
that the entrance of General Allen- 


by into Jerusalem in 1917 marked 


the beginning of the generation 
that would see the Saviour’s com- 
ing. But all the calculations of 
men have failed in the past and 
cannot be relied upon in the future. 
Nobody knows when the Saviour 
is coming! 

Nevertheless there is a clear 
teaching in the Scripture that cer- 
tain signs will be given whereby 
Bible-believing Christians may 
know when the Saviour’s coming 
draws near. They cannot set dates, 
and yet when certain things being 
to come to pass, the Scripture at 
the beginning of this chapter, Luke 
21:23, says, then Christians are to 
“look up, and lift up your heads, 
for your redemption draweth 
nigh”! And Jesus said concerning 
His own second coming, in the 
same thirteenth chapter of Mark 


Should Christians 


BY THE EDITOR 


Because there seems to be so 
many who are not settled on this 
matter of judging whether others 
are saved, I print here my answer 
to a good woman who wrote me 
about this question. Though some- 
times sharp, yet it is written in 
Christian spirit to do good and to 
be helpful. I pray you who read 
this will never again be guilty of 
judging whether a person is saved, 


since you cannot tell. Jesus said, 
Judge not!“ 

My answer is as follows: 
Dear Mrs. H———: 


Your letter has lain in my file 
to be answered since it came. I 
have read it a number of times and 
prayerfully waited for God to give 
me a message to you. 

I am surprised that with the 
— Scriptures and lanations 

t I gave that you believe 
yourself perfectly capable to judge 


where He said no man knows the 
day, the hour, nor the time, that | 
certain signs, nevertheless, prove it. 
is at the door, very near. 


Now learn a parable of the 
fig tree; When her branch is 
yet tender, and putteth forth 
leaves, ye know that summer 
is near: * 

“So ye in like manner, when 
ye shall see these things come 
to pass, know that it is nigh, 
even at the door“ (Mark 13: 
28, 29). 


We cannot say that Jesus will 
come by December first, nor posi- 
tively that He will come in 1940. 
But according to certain signs, we 
can definitely believe that His com- 
ing is near, very, very near, is like- 
ly to come even today. 


When the branches of the fig 
tree are tender and the leaves be- 
gin to put forth, we know that 
summer is very near, though the 
first hot day has not yet come. 
We know it will come and that, 
soon. So we cannot know what 
day Jesus is coming, but I believe 
we can definitely say that His com- 
ing is near, “even at the doors,” 
as proven by the signs our Saviour 
told us to look for and which sig-g 
are now more and more appearing. ~ 


As Jesus sat upon the Mount of 
Olives and foretold the destruction 
of Jerusalem and the tearing down 
of the temple, the disciples came 
to Him privately and said, “Tell 
us when shall these things be?” 
But the destruction of Jerusalem 
that was to come soon then, in A. 
D. 70, at the hands of Titus and 
his Roman soldiers, reminded the 
disciples of a future destruction of 
Jerusalem in the closing days of 
the age as foretold in Zechariah 
chapter 14 and other Scriptures. 
The destruction of Jerusalem in 
A. D. 70, they seemed to know, 
would be a type of the last great 
struggle of the Man of Sin in his 
hate against Jews, who will be- 
siege Jerusalem and be destroyed 
at the second coming of the Sav- 
iour. So the disciples asked two 
other questions, “And what shall 
be the sign of thy coming, and of 
the end of the world?” (Matt. 24: 
3). 


There are signs, then, of Christ's 
coming, and of the end of the 
world, that is literally, of the con- 
summation of this age, or in Scrip- 
tural language, when the times of 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


ladée Others? 


people's heart. Your son was right 
when he said that Jesus was ad- 
dressing hypocrites when He said, 
“Judge not.” Those who judge are 
hypocrites, though they do not see 
themselves to be such. They are 
hypocrites in that they presume 
to judge others when they them- 
selves are just as guilty, often, 
in the heart, and are certainly self- 
righteous, not conscious of their 
sins and not admitting them. You 
say, “I have been severely criti- 
cised for saying certain people are 
saved and certain ones are not 
saved,” Yes, and that is certain 
proper — you should be severely 
criticised. That is what Jesus is 
saying, that you need criticism and 
that you will get it. He plainly 
said, “Judge not, lest be 
judged,” and then, For with the 
same measure that ye mete, it sha ; 
be measured to you ug: ee 
others judge you, then you get- «= 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) — 
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PAGE TWO 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


the Gentiles” shall “be fulfilled” 
(Luke 21:24). 

The Saviour answered that ques- 
tion honestly and named signs of 
His coming and of the end of this 
age. Then throughout the New 
Testament are given many signs 
of the close of this age and the 
coming of Christ in the air to take 
away the born-again ones to Heav- 


en. 
Spiritual and Physical Signs of the 
End of the Age 

We can only mention briefly here 
some signs that are not war signs. 
First, there are moral and spirit- 
ual signs of Christ’s coming, 
Summed up in the Bible term, fall- 
ing away (II Thess. 2:3). In Sec- 
ond Timothy 3:1-5 the Scripture 
tells of the great time of moral 
and spiritual declension, peril- 
ous times” of the breakdown of 
virtues and the widespread in- 
oo of sin in the churches and 
out. 

Other particular Scriptures tell 
us details of this falling away, this 
perilous.time which marks the last 
days. 

1. There is the rise of false 
teachers and false cults. Matthew 
24:11 promises, “And many false 
prophets shall rise, and shall de- 
ceive many.” Second Peter 2:1, 2, 


tells us that “there shall be false 


teachers among you, who privily 
shall bring in damnable heresies, 
even denying the Lord that bought 
them and bring upon themselves 
swift destruction.” And that many 
Should follow their pernicious 
ways. First Timothy 4:1 says, 


Now the Spirit speaketh express- 


ly, that in latter times some shall 
depart from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing spirits, and doctrines 
of devils.” The rise of Mormonism, 
Christian Science (so- called), 
Unity, Spiritism, the great I Am 
Movement, the Oxford Movement, 
the tongues heresy, and of “Father 
Divine,” remind us that we must 
be in the last days because of false 
teachers and new cults contrary 
— the very fundamental of the Bi- 

e. 

2. Another part of this same sign 
is the modernism, the unbelief, the 
rationalism, in the older denomina- 
tions. In churches which original- 
ly stood for every fundamental of 
the faith. such as the deity of 
Christ, the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, the necessity of a new birth, 
the fact of Heaven and Hell, there 
is a great turning to unbelief and 
real infidelity. Second Timothy 3:5 
tells us in these perilous times to 
be brought by the last days, people 
will have “a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof.” That 
is, they will deny the supernatural 
elements in Christianity. Modern- 
ism, in the churches, is a sign that 
Jesus must come soon. 


3. The worldliness and luke- 
warmness of Christians is a sign 
that Jesus must come soon. In 
Revelation, chapters two and three 
we have messages to seven church- 
es, evidently picturing seven stages 


of church history before Jesus 


comes. The message to the last of 
the churches, in Revelation 3:14- 
20, pictures Christians as neither 
hot nor cold, but lukewarm, not 
knowing that they are ‘wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked.” Churches full of 
worldly Christians that do not live 
any differently from the world, and 
who have no burning desire to see 
souls saved, no knowledge of, nor 
interest in the Word of God, no 
victorious prayer-life -- are signs 
that Jesus must come soon. 
Second, certain physical signs 
are plainly mentioned as marking 
the end of the age and the ap- 
proach of the second coming. 
Among them Jesus promised, 
“There shall be famines, and pes* 
tilences, and earthquakes, in divers 
places. All these are the beginning 
of sorrows” (Matt. 24:7, 8). These, 
along with wars and rumors of 
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wars which He mentioned before, 
are just to precede great tribula- 
tion time. And in Luke 21:25, 26, 
the Saviour mentioned certain 
“signs in the sun, and in the moon, 
and in the stars, and upon the 
earth distress of nations, with per- 
plexity; the sea and the waves 
roaring ...for the powers of heav- 
en shall be shaken.” Physical 
signs in the sun, moon, and stars, 
in the sea, will appear, and then 
in verse 28 of the same chapter 
(Luke 21) Jesus said, And when 
these things begin to come to pass, 
then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your redemption draw- 
eth nigh.” 

Of course, it is impossible to 
divorce the moral, spirit and 
physical signs from the present 
world-wide war. War both brings 
a decay and shows a decay that 
has already happened, in the 
morals of the world, and in the 
spiritual outlook of the world. How 
can Christianity prosper in Rus- 
sia, Germany and Italy when 
Stalin, Hitler and Mussolini pros- 
per? And along with the horrors 
of war, God sends drouths or floods 
or cold waves, and many other 
signs of His wrath upon the world. 


War Signs; Political Signs of 
Christ's Coming 


Let me mention briefly nine 
signs connected with the war, as 
Bible evidence that the Saviour 
must come soon and that we are 
nearing the end of this age. 

1. War itself is a sign. When the 
disciples asked, “What shall be the 
sign of thy coming, and of the end 
of the world?” (Matt. 24:3), Je- 
sus answered among other things, 
“Ye shall hear of wars and rumors 
of wars; see that ye be not 
troubled; for all these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not 
yet. For nation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against king- 
dom” (Matt, 24:6, 7). 

Note carefully the above Scrip- 
ture. For not war itself, but the 
constant increase.of war, the ac- 
celeration of war in the world, is a 
sign that Jesus is coming. Wars 
have been all along through history 
and men could not tell, because 
some small war started, that the 
end was near. But like many other 
signs, this sign accumulates and 
accumulates and increases until 
when civilization world-wide breaks 
down and war becomes nearly uni- 
versal and hopeless of any human 
remedy, then the end must be near. 
Jesus gave such war as the present 
world-wide war, as a definite sign 
of His coming. 


2. The economic dislocation sign. 
Luke 21:25 foretells the sign 
of “distress of nations.“ Jesus, in 
Matthew 24:7, said that signs of 
His coming would include “famines 
and pestilences.” In the great trib- 
ulation period, after Jesus comes 
to take away His saints, when war 
will have reached the most awful 
proportions, and one dictator rules 
the world, four horsemen are pic- 
tured, representing successively the 
(1) rise of a dictator, (2) universal 
war, (3) famine, and (4) death 
(Rev. 6:1-8). We know that fol- 
lowing war comes famine with 
crops destroyed, with farmers tak- 
en for the armies, with food cargos 
sunk in the sea, with distribution 
hindered. The nations of Europe 
are on short rations now, and prob- 
ably millions will be threatened 
with starvation before this winter 
is through. As a result of ex- 
posure, shock, crowding in refugee 
camps, imprisonment, and malnu- 
trition, pestilences will rapidly in- 
crease. These famines and pesti- 
lences and economic distresses of 
nations, including unemployment 
and world-wide depression, are a 
part of the war-signs of Christ’s 
coming. They inevitably follow 
war. AS wars become world-wide, 
so famines and pestilences and dis- 
tress of nations becomes world- 
wide. Once we sent aid to China, 
plagued with famine; or to Ar- 
menia. Now, relief is needed in 
practically every nation in the 
world to prevent starvation, and 
millions are unemployed and help- 
less in our own country! Surely 
Jesus must come soon. 


3. The war-fear sign. Jesus men- 
tioned rumors of wars“ as a sign 
of His coming (Matt. 24:6), and 
“upon the earth distress of nations, 


with perplexity ... Men's hearts 


failing them for fear and for look- 
ing after those things which are 
coming on the earth” (Luke 21: 
25, 26). In the past, some nations 
have had war while others had 
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prosperity while others were poor. 
In our own nation we would have 
sometimes a few months of “pan- 
ic,” or distress. Now distress is 
world-wide, particularly coupled 
with fear of war. It is almost as 
fearsome in Asia as in Europe, 
and just as widespread in the 
Western Hemisphere, where we 
have no major war, as in the East- 
ern. Men's hearts failing them for 
fear“ around the world, the fear of 
things that are coming, is a sign 
that Jesus must come soon. 


4. The “feet of iron and clay” 
sign. The deterioration and break- 
down of society into separate an- 
tagonistic groups within the na- 
tions is a definite sign of Christ’s 
coming. In Daniel, chapter two, 
Nebuchadnezzar was shown a great 
image of a man. The head repre- 
sented Babylon, the breast and 
arms Media-Persia, the belly and 
thighs Greece, the legs of iron rep- 
resented Rome. The feet and toes 
were of iron and clay, and the toes 
pictured the present age after the 
Roman Empire dissolved. Then 
Daniel 2:42, 43 tell us: 

“And as the toes of the feet 
were part of iron, and part of 
clay, so the kingdom shall be 
partly strong, and partly brok- 
en 


“And whereas thou sawest 
iron mixed with miry clay; 
they shall mingle themselves 
with the seed of men; but they 
shall not cleave one to an- 
other, even as iron is not 


mixed with clay.” 
Here we see a breakdown in so- 
ciety into parties, labor against 


capital, Communists against the 
government, the rise of so- 
called “Fifth Columns,” that is, 


organized groups of traitors 
in each nation. Here is pic- 
tured the death of that patriotism 
and national unity which has made 
nations great. The death of it will 
mean the destruction of the na- 
tions. It is taking place before our 
eyes, a rotting, a breaking down 
of the integrity and unity of the 
people of the earth. This has hap- 
pened only in part before. That 
is, in certain nations there was a 
decay and breakdown which led to 
the destruction of the great em- 
pires of Greece and Rome, for ex- 
ample. But never before did it ap- 
pear so strikingly in all the na- 
tions of the earth, as now. Es- 
sentially, this is a picture of the 
breakdown of democracy. And 
since it is so strikingly being ful- 
filled today, we may say that it 
is a very definite sign that Jesus 
must come soon. The crumbling of 
the clay mixed with iron since they 
do not stick together, has given 
dictators their opportunity, and 
proves that Jesus must come soon. 

5. The king or dictator sign. 
Mussolini and Hitler speak of the 
decadent democracies.” They tell 
the truth. Democracy is disappear- 
ing from the earth. It is gone in 
France. It is gone in Spain. It 
is gone in Germany foliowing a 
brief flowering after the World 
War. In Russia a brief time of de- 
mocracy was succeeded by Bol- 
shevism, the murder of three and 
one-half million, and the most pow- 
erful life-throttling dictatorship the 
world has known. Even in England 
the government has been given 
dictatorial powers in many mat- 
ters, necessarily. And America 
faces a government by bureaus 
appointed by one man, the break- 
down of the safeguards of the su- 
preme court, with freedom of the 
press constantly attacked, with 
wages, hours and methods of busi- 
ness all dictated nearly as strictly 
as in Russia, and the President 
who has seized more power than 


seeking a third term. We never 
faced such a centralization of 
power, with more than a million 
people on the federal payroll, with 
one-fifth of the national income 
going for taxes, with votes con- 
trolled by federal patronage and 
relief administration. Never before 
in America was a man a criminal 
if he pressed a pair of pants for a 
quarter or cut hair for thirty 
cents, or fired an inefficient or in- 
solent workman without the con- 
sent of the labor union or a pink“ 
board in Washington. 

| This not only illustrates the “feet 
of iron and clay” mentioned above, 
but shows that we have come to 
the time for the last ten kings who 
are to be reigning certain nations 
in the last days, giving their pow- 
er to the beast or Antichrist, and 
with him being destroyed (Dan. 2: 
44, 45; Dan. 7:24-27; Rev. 17:12- 
14). A few years ago what kings 


any other President ever had, 


only. Nations were principally de- 
mocracies. But now real kings, 
dictators, are arising in the prin- 
cipal nations of the earth. In Ger- 
many, Russia, France, Italy, Spain, 
Turkey, etc., are real dictators, 
kings in the Bible sense. Before 
these ten kings appear to give their 
kingdom to the beast, Christ must 
come to take away His saints. But 
already the world is getting ready. 
Jesus must come soon. 


6. The Antichrist spirit sign. The 
Antichrist or Man of Sin, the son 
of perdition, the beast of Revela- 
tion, has not yet appeared. But 
the Antichrist spirit has appeared. 
As far as we can tell, the official 
atheism and hatred of God in Rus- 
sia is exactly that which will pre- 
vail in the kingdom of the Anti- 
christ during the great tribulation 
time. In Germany Hitler’s aides 
have denied the authenticity of the 
Bible, they usually reject the deity 
of Christ because He was a Jew, 
and have jailed or murdered some 
preachers and ministers like the 
famous Martin Neimoeller, who 
dared to preach and speak freely 
in their churches. In Italy there 
has been a temporary partnership 
of the dictator with the Pope, but 
there is no real religious freedom. 
Particularly Protestant mission- 
aries have been chased out of 
Ethiopia, and have been attacked 
and murdered by Italian bombs 
in near-by colonies. In Japan and 
Japanese-controlled Korea and 
Manchuria, Shinto worship is re- 
quired by the government and no 
mission school can be operated by 
missionaries unless students are 
required to bow to Shinto Shrine. 
The Antichrist spirit has already 
appeared. “The mystery of iniquity 
doth already work” (II Thess. 2: 
T). 
7. The Jewish persecution sign. 
In Matthew, the gospel with spe- 
cial emphasis upon Jews and up- 
on Christ as King of the Jews, it 
is that Jesus gave this sign of His 
soon coming and the end of the 
world. “Then shall they deliver you 
up to be afflicted, and shall kill 
you: and ye shall be hated of all 
nations for my name's sake” 
(Matt. 24:9). That is particularly 
for Jews. The Saviour mentioned 
the matter of the great tribulation 
beginning with the abomination of 
desolation spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet (vs. 15) and said: 


“Then let them which be in 
Judaea flee into the moun- 
tains: 

“17. Let him which is on the 
housetop not come down to 
take anything out of his 
house: 

“18. Neither let him which 
is in the field return back to 
take his clothes. 

19. And woe unto them that 
are with child, and to them 
that give suck in those days! 

“20. But pray ye that your 
flight be not in the winter, 
neither on the sabbath day. 

“21. For then shall be great 
tribulation, such as was not 
since the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, nor 
ever shall be. 

“22. And except those days 
should be shortened, there 

should no flesh be saved; but 
for the elect’s sake those days 
shall be shortened.”’ 


That sign is for the people of 
Judaea (vs. 16), for Jews who ob- 
serve the Sabbath (vs. 20). The 
persecution of Jews in all nations 
is a sign that the second coming of 
Christ is at hand. Before it reach- 
es its climax, Jesus must come to 
receive His saints in the air. Then 


War-Signs of the Soon Coming of Christ peace. Some nations have dad there were were kings in name ] in the great tribulation time Jewish 


will be really world- 


wide. In the twelfth chapter of 
Revelation a woman is pictured 
which represents Israel, the nation 
of Jews. In that twelfth chapter, 
verse six tells how the woman, rep- 
resenting all Israel, will flee away 
to a hidden refuge. Verses 13-17 
tell how Satan will hate the Jews 
(pictured by this woman), will per- 
secute the Jews and try to kill 
them. The Jewish hate and Jew- 
ish persecution will be literally 
world-wide in the great tribulation 
time. When it begins to assume 
world-wide proportions, as it has 
now, it is proof that Jesus must 
come soon. 


8. The Palestine sign. Palestine is 
the center of Bible prophecy. In 
Palestine at present certain proph- 
ecies are being fulfilled. 


(a) A remnant of Jews is now 
going back to Palestine or_is al- 
ready there. Daniel 9:27 tells us 
that a remnant of Daniel’s people 
must be in Judaea to make a treaty 
with the Man of Sin when he ap- 
pears, rebuild their temple and 
start again their Old Testament 
sacrifices. That could never have 
been true before 1917. The modern 
Zionist Movement and the world 
persecution which has put hun- 
dreds of thousands of Jews back 
in Palestine, has made it so that 
we must expect Jesus to come 
soon. 

(b) The same Scripture (Dan. 
9:27) teaches that Palestine must 
be made a mandate of a dictator in 
Rome. The people that destroyed 
Jerusalem before were from Rome. 
The coming leader must be of 
Rome. He must make a treaty with 
the Jews in Palestine, a covenant, 
for seven years or one week of 
years. Italy is now claiming the 
right to a mandate over Palestine, 
is trying to break England’s hold 
on the Mediterranean Sea, the 
Suez Canal, on Egypt, and on Pal- 
estine. The Word of God says that 
Italy will be successful sooner or 
later in that, that a world ruler 
at Rome will have control over 
Palestine. That was never true in 
the past since the Raman Empire 
fell. It never even seemed prob- 
able, humanly speaking, until the 
present world-wide war began, but 
the Roman Empire is being re- 
stored and a Roman dictator will 
gain control of Palestine again. 
Present conditions in Palestine say 
that Jesus must come soon. 

9. The Roman Empire sign. In 
the 7th chapter of Daniel, four 
great beasts are pictured, pictur- 


ing the four great world empires, 


Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece, and 
Rome. In Revelation, chapter 13, 
the great beast with ten horns ap- 
pears again, the Roman Empire, 
and this time the strange little 
horn that came up to the amaze- 
ment of Daniel among the ten 
horns, turns out to be a world 
ruler, and in fact becomes the 
whole beast. The Roman Empire 
had a deadly wound, but that dead- 
ly wound is to be healed and the 
Roman Empire is to be restored 
(Rev. 13:3). Then nearly all the 
world is to worship and every na- 
tion be subject to this dictator at 
Rome (Rev. 13:7, 8). 

Never until the last few years 
did we see the Roman Empire be- 
gin to arise out of the ruins of 
the dead empire. Mussolini and his 
soldiers conquered Ethiopia, kill- 
ing thousands of inoffensive blacks. 
Then King Victor Immanuel was 
publicly proclaimed not only king 
of Italy but Emperor. Now Italy 
openly publishes that she aims at 
the restoration of the Roman Em- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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War-Signs of the Soon Coming of Christ 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


pire, at the control of the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, which Italians now call 
“mare nostrum” which is Latin for 
“our sea.” Now Italy has seized 
Albania, has claimed a strip along 
Roumania’s border, insists that she 
will take the Island of Malta, part 
of the eastern boundry of France, 
and is even now planning to seize 
Gibraltar. She entered the war 
against France with the promise 
from Hitler that she should have 
Tunisia, in North Africa. Now 
Italy is attacking Egypt, which is 
defended by the British. Pipe lines 
and oil storage in Haifa, in the 
Holy Land, have been bombed 
again and again by Italian air- 
planes. Italy now intends to seize 
possession of the Suez Canal, to 
cut off England’s lifeline to India, 
and drive the British fleet from the 
Mediterranean. The Roman Em- 
pire begins to take form. Although 
it is not to assume its world-wide 
proportion until the great tribu- 
lation period after the saints are 
taken out of this world by the 
Saviour at what we call “the rap- 
ture,“ yet already we see the birth 
pangs of the restored Roman Em- 
pire. This seems a conclusive sign 
that the end of the age draws near 
and that the Saviour MUST come 
very, very soon. 


Jesus Must Come Before These 


Signs Are Finished 
Remember that of these signs 


Christians now living on the earth 


may expect to see only the begin- 
ning. In Luke 21:28 Jesus said, 
“And when these things BEGIN to 
come to pass, then look up, and lift 
up your heads: FOR YOUR RE- 
DEMPTION DRAWETH NIGH.” 
In the nature of the case Chris- 
tians will be gone when the Man of 
Sin appears, when his empire as- 
sumes world-wide sway, when his 
horrible persecution of the Jews 
reaches its height, we can only 
see the beginnings of these things, 
and then we must be taken away 
for Jesus will come before these 
signs are completed. 


That the rapture of the saints, 
caught up by the Holy Spirit to 
meet Christ in the air and to be 
carried away for a honeymoon in 
Heaven, must come before the ful- 
fillment of all these signs in their 
entirety is made clear by Second 
3 2:7, 8. There we are 
told: 


For the mystery of iniquity 
doth already work: only he 
who now letteth will let, until 
he be taken out of the way. 

“And then shall that wicked 
be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit 
of his mouth, and shall de- 


stroy with the brightness of 

his coming.” 

There is one in the world who 
hinders or lets or restrains the 
work of Satan so that the Man of 
Sin, Satan incarnate, cannot ap- 
pear. The great tribulation time 
cannot yet begin. The full fury of 
Jewish persecution, the treaty with 
the Jews in Palestine made, and 
broken; these things cannot come 
to pass because they are re- 
strained. The Holy Spirit, living 
within Christians is the adversary 
of Satan. Christians, living in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, are the 
salt of the earth and the light of 
the world. When they are taken 
away to meet Christ when He 
comes into the air, then that wick- 
ed one will be revealed and the 
things which are now begun, will 
be carried to their culmination. The 
“beginning of sorrows” (Matt. 24: 
8), will become the “great tribula- 
tion” (Matt. 24:22). There is nota 
single prophecy yet to be fulfilled 
before Jesus comes. Already more 
has come to pass than I believed 
possible before the Saviour should 
appear. I never dreamed that we 
would see the dictators arise as 
they are, the remaking of the map 
of Europe, the beginnings of the 
restored Roman Empire. I thought 
surely these things must wait until 
after the rapture. I say not a 
single thing remains that is fore- 
told to happen before Jesus comes. 
The whole earth awaits the mid- 
night shout, “Behold, the bride- 
groom cometh; go ye out to meet 
him” (Matt. 25:6). 


Oh, reader, if you are a child of 
God, I beg you to have your mind 
set on heavenly things. Have you 
unsaved loved ones? Then will you 
dawdle and idle and neglect your 
opportunities to win them? Until 
Jesus comes and takes us away, 
leaving behind in this ruined world, 
your dear ones who are unprepared 
to go? Will you occupy yourself 
with business or pleasure or the 
ordinary routine of living when you 
might win souls for that glad time, 
souls that would go with us and 
miss the horrors of the tribulation, 
and be received with us into the 
Father’s presence? In Jesus’ name, 
I beg you, let us win the souls of 
those about us, for “the night com- 
eth when no man can work.“ Our 
opportunities for soul winning may 
be, yea almost certainly will be, 
soon over. 


Unsa ved friends, again and again 
in this brief message on war, I 
have appealed to you to turn to 
the Lord, to repent, to trust Jesus 
Christ for forgiveness and salva- 
tion and everlasting life, and now 
I warn you again, the time is 
short! The Saviour will soon come. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Should Christians 
Judge Others? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


ting exactly what Jesus said you 
would get and you ought to get 
for your sin. 

You say, “I have been trying to 
live with an unconverted church 
member now for ten years.” You 
indicate that your husband says he 
has trusted Christ and has been 
converted. If so, it is certainly 
presumptuous for you to say that 
he is not telling the truth and is 
not saved — that you know more 
about his heart than he does. In 
the second place, something must 
be “rotten in Denmark” if you can 
live with an unsaved man ten years 
and not get him saved. I counsel 
you to study carefully and prayer- 
fully First Peter 3:1-7, and see 
how God says for a woman to win 
her husband. You may not think 


How soon I do not know, but sure- 
ly you must admit, in the light of 
Bible prophecies, that His coming 
is near, “even at the doors.“ The 
“Great Separation” will soon come. 
One will be taken and the other 
left. The born again will be taken, 
and those never born again will be 
left. Those who have trusted in 
Christ for forgiveness and salva- 
tion, accepted Him as a personal 
Saviour, will be taken away at the 
rapture, and the Christ-rejectors, 
all those depending on their good 
works, on their church membér- 


ship, on their morality, will be left 


| here. I beg you, trust the Saviour 


today and be ready when Jesus 
comes! 

In the cemeteries of the world 
the separation will take place, too. 

Every Christian’s body will be 
raised from the grave. Christ will 
bring the saints back from Heaven 
to enter their glorified bodies. Then 
all the Christians in the world will 
be changed in a moment, in a 
twinkling of an eye, and will be 
caught up together with them to 
meet the Lord in the air (I Thess. 
4:13-18; I Cor. 15:51, 52). With all 
my heart I plead with you to get 
ready and go with the joyous con- 
gregation who will be called out to 
meet the Lord. 


* 

You cannot ignore the horrible 
things that are happening in the 
world. God's signs are many. His 
call is insistent. You dare not ig- 
nore His invitation, you dare not 
neglect His warnings. Won't you 
repent of your sins today, trust 
Jesus Christ for forgiveness, and 
receive Him into your heart? Thus 
at any moment, it matters not 
when, when the Saviour calls us 
to meet Him in the air, you will 
be unafraid and ready. Can’t you 
honestly confess your sins and turn 
your heart from them and earnest- 
ly receive Jesus into your heart as 
your own Saviour today? If you 
will, will you write me and let me 
know? For your convenience I 
suggest the form at the close. 


Write me similar to this above 
form or use your own words, but 
make sure that you earnestly and 
with all your heart commit your 
soul to Jesus Christ who died for 
you. Then since He died for your 
sins and since He has promised 
eternal life to all who trust Him, 
you have a right to expect to be a 
child of God, a Christian in your 
heart. 


Remember that Jesus said, ‘‘For 
God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting 
ite“ (John 3:16). Will you risk 
His love? Will you believe in Him, 
depend upon Him to keep you from 
perishing and give you everlasting 
life? Then tell Him so today in 
your heart, tell others, and let me 
know if you will, so my heart will 
rejoice with you. 


Evangelist John R. Rice 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


After reading your book on 
World-Wide War and the Bible, I 
realized I am a guilty sinner and 
need forgiveness and salvation. To- 
day here and now I trust Jesus 
Christ to forgive my sins and 
change my heart. I trust Him to 
Save me and this moment I claim 


Him as my own Saviour. I depend 


on Him to take me to Heaven. By 
His grace, I will live for Him daily, 
and will look for His coming. 


Signed 


Address 


PAGE THREE 
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that way works, but God says it 
does. 


Again you say, “I was compar- 
ing notes with a Pentecostal wom- 
an preacher a short time ago 
whose husband is not saved, and 
we agreed perfectly as far as we 
went“! I suggest that both of you 
may be agreed perfectly in the 
wrong way — that is that you may 
be as far out of God's place for a 
wife as she is out of God’s place for 
a woman. For certainly the Scrip- 
ture expressly forbids a woman to 
preach or teach men or teach 
churches, or to have any authority 
over men in churches (I Cor. 14: 
34, 35; I Tim. 2:11-15). In New 
Testament times there were no 
women preachers, no women pas- 
tors or evangelists, no women who 
took places of authority or leader- 
ship over men. That is not God's 
plan, and your Pentecostal woman 
preacher friend, though doubtless 
a good woman, is in rebellion and 
wrong. I have found literally doz- 
ens of cases where women preach- 
ers have unsaved husbands, hus- 
bands who do not even claim to be 
saved, and though I do not know a 
single case where a reputable min- 
ister has an unsaved wife, that is 
one who does not claim to be saved. 
God has a reason, and His way 
works, while man’s way does not 
work. So it would not be sur- 
prising if a presumptuous woman, 
who disobeyed God's command to 
“Judge not“ concerning her hus- 
band, found she had little influence 
with him and could not win him to 
Christ, if he truly be unsaved. 

I say the above kindly and pray- 
ing God will use it. 


Again you say, “I feel like, when 
someone says ‘Judge not,’ they are 
sort of saying one ought to bury 
his head in the sand!“ Well, Je- 
sus is the one who said, Judge 
not, and if you feel like He is say- 
ing that one ought to bury his 
head in the sand, then the thing to 
do is to go bury your head in the 
sand. That is a strange way to feel 
about a command of God, don’t you 
think? Whatever Jesus said ought 
to be received gladly and reverent- 


ly, and if He said to bury our heads 
in the sand, we would be perfectly — 
safe in doing it, and that would 
bring forth greater blessing than 
the rebellion and self-righteous- — 
ness that permits us to break His 
command and judge others. 2 

You say that you believe Paul 
and Peter were so close to the Lord 
that they had access to all the gifts 
of the Spirit, and that the gifts 
of the Spirit is the solution for us 
in these days. I am sure you are 
largely right. We need to be filled 
with the Spirit. But the Scripture 
does not indicate that any one 
Christian has all the gifts of the 
Spirit. In fact, First Corinthians 
12:28-31 plainly shows that any 
one Christian does not have all 
these gifts. And then the last verse 
shows us plainly that love is a 
more excellent way. 

I remind you that Peter did not 
judge Ananias and Sapphira, nor 
even hint that they were unsaved 
(Acts 5:1-11). They probably 
were saved. Saved people are pun- 
ished for their sins, just as are un- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


COURAGE FOR CHRIST 

A personal worker asked a great 
man once if he were a Christian. 
Courteously the man answered and 
allowed him to continue the con- 
versation. At the close the worker 
remarked: “I hope you have not 
considered me 
speaking so abruptly on this sub- 
ject.” Grasping his hands, with 
tears in his eyes, he answered: 
Don't ever hesitate to speak to 
any man about his soul. I have 
been longing for twenty years to 
have some one speak to me. I be- 
lieve there are thousands of men 
in this city who are in the same 
condition that I am, carrying an 
uneasy conscience and a great bur- 
den on their souls, not courageous 
enough to seek instruction, yet who 
would willingly receive it.“ —Sel. 
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PAY-DAY -- SOME DAY 


BY C. B. HEDSTROM 
President of the Chicago Christian Business Men's Committee 


Pay-Day — Some Day was not written by a preacher but by a 
shoe man, a Christian layman on fire for God. He was invited 
to the governor’s mansion in Austin, Texas, and there he put his 
arms around the governor and prayed for him. Two preachers 
have been converted under the ministry of this remarkable lay- 
man! The book is written in the breezy, straight-forward, hard- 
hitting style of an aggressive business man, out and out for God. 

One-half of the book is made up of SKETCHES FROM LIFE, 
a series of remarkable incidents in the life of this man of God — 
how he came 1s an immigrant boy to America from Sweden, 
how he lost his job once because he would not lie, but two years 
later was put back in charge of the whole store, specially illumi- 
nating experiences in personal soul winning, of a trip back home 
to Sweden, etc. The other half of the book, MESSAGES FROM 
THE SCRIPTURES, will do your heart good. Several chapters 
from this book have been printed in The Sword of the Lord. 

Get one for Christian business men. Active, busy men that you 
would not think would be interested in religion, will “eat up“ this 
book with real joy. I loaned a copy to a Christian business man 
and he had all his friends reading it with remarkable effect in 
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Should Christians 
Judge Others? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE) 


Saved people. Many Christians at 
Corinth were weak and sickly, and 
some had already died and gone to 
Heaven because of their sin, as you 
see from First Corinthians 11:30. 
And besides it was not Peter who 
killed Ananias and Sapphira. It 
was God. Any time the Holy Spirit 
kills your husband, I will not blame 
you for it. But if you say he is un- 
saved when he says he is saved, 
then that, of course, is a different 
matter, and you sin in judging him. 

And in the case of Paul and 
Elymas the sorcerer (Acts 13:6- 
12), the sorcerer did not even claim 
to be saved, but was openly against 
Christ, and Paul did not even pre- 
tend to judge the man’s heart when 
he took him at face value, count- 
ing him what he openly claimed to 
be. Again, it was the hand of the 
Lord that made him blind, as you 
see from verse 11. 

Now let me explain by boldness 
in writing you as plainly as I have. 
You said a very tender thing in 
your letter which touched my heart 


~and gave me a feeling of respon- 


sibilty. You said, And there isn’t 
any real pastor in town now to 
go to, so I am using The Sword of 
the Lord and you!” Thus I have 
written and in the tender love of a 
honestly trying to help. 
that you will take it to 
heart as you would if an honest 
pastor, whom you trusted, spoke to 
you, kindly explaining what he lov- 
ingly believed was God’s message 
to you. 

I trust that I may soon have 
happy news from you about an- 
Swered prayer and peace in your 
heart concerning your husband. 

Will you write to me again? 
And write as frankly as you like, 
just so you write in Jesus’ name. 


In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
John R. Rice 
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The Man Who Cursed 
On Calvary 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


rather hard to say what my atti- 
tude is. If you had asked me a 
few weeks ago, I would have-told 
you I was an atheist. But tonight 
if you must label me, you would 
have to call me an agnostic!” 


“Well, you are maxing progress, 
anyway. I y have much 
more respect for a man who says, 
‘I don’t know,’ than for the man 
who can look out over this wonder- 
ful creation and deliberately say 
that there is no God! May I ask 
what has led to your change of 
front?“ 

He told me that he had been 
brought up in a very cultured but 
infidel home, both his parents in 
England being unbelievers who 
scornfully rejected the Bible as a 
revelation from God. He was grad- 
uated from Cambridge University, 
and there and afterward had iden- 
tified. himself with atheistic groups. 
But .recently he had been struck 
with the great change which had 
taken place in a man who had pro- 
fessed conversion some time before, 
and whom he knew well. This man 
had been a drunkard and a gam- 
bler, a well-known character in the 
city. The change in his life had 
been marvelous, and everyone who 
came in contact with him realized 
it. 

“There is something there,” the 
young man went on, for which my 
philosophy cannot account. I would 
never have believed that so great 
a change could have come over 
anyone so suddenly. I know it is 
not will power, for that man has 
tried over and over again to free 
himself from the liquor habit. But 
when he became what you call a 
Christian, he was delivered instant- 
ly! It has set me to thinking, and 
so I have been attending your 
meetings, and what I have heard 
and seen has convinced me that 
there must be some supernatural 
power at work. So now I call my- 
self an agnostic rather than an 
atheist.” 

“Have you read the Bible?” I 
asked. 

“Not until recently. I have read 
scores of books against the Bible, 
but I had never taken the trouble 
to read the Bible itself until these 
things began to exercise me. I 
bought a copy of the Scriptures at 
a second-hand bookstore for twen- 
ty-five cents, and I have been read- 


‘jing it every evening after going 


home from the meeting, but some- 
how I cannot seem to make it 
out.“ 

Have you read the story of our 
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PILGRIM’S 


children read it. 


the hill! 


of God! 
Christian life. 


A GREAT CHRISTIAN CLASSIC THAT ALL 
SHOULD READ 


Pilgrim’s Progress was written in Bed- 
ford jail, England, many years ago by John 

Bunyan, a Baptist preacher imprisoned for 
preaching the gospel. The earnest man of 
God used scraps of paper upon which he 
wrote this timely and eternal allegory, the 
story of one called Christian who went 
through all the doubts, fears and troubles 
that beset one on the road to glory. So 
truly does this story picture the tempta- 
tions, the joys, the troubles and victories of 
one who comes to Christ and trusts Him, 
that it has long been the best seller of all 
books besides the Bible. 
people have read Pilgrim’s Progress than 
have ever read any other book in the world, 
except the English Bible! 


This book should be a part of the Christian culture of every 
child of God. Read it and enjoy the story. Read it and learn the 
great spiritual lessons that are on every page. 


Young Christians will thrill with the story, and will get a sur- 
prising lot of the real spiritual meaning of the book. What joy 
when Pilgrim came to the little wicket gate (the strait gate to 
salvation) and the great burden fell off his back and rolled down 
What excitement when the Christian sees the lions in 
front of him and what relief-when he finds that they are chained, 
as all the enemies of a saint of God are restrained by the hand 
All the way until Christian sees the gleams of the 
light in the glorious city, you will delight in this allegory of the 


Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon, the great Baptist preacher of Lon- 
don, England, read the book a hundred times before his death. 


Cloth binding, 286 pages 


(We have this ancient classic in paper cover, somewhat ab- 
breviated, 128 pages, postpaid, only —- 20c.) 
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Lord Jesus Christ?“ 

“You mean the Gospels? Yes, 
I have, but to be perfectly frank, 
I have ridiculed the entire story of 
His miraculous birth. His resurrec- 
tion, and other things so long tha 
I find it very difficult to take it 
seriously. The last few evenings 
I have been reading the book of 
Isaiah, in the Old Testament. My, 
how that fellow can sling the lan- 
guage! I have always been a great 
admirer of oratory, and real elo- 
quence holds me spellbound. But 
I have never read anything finer 
than the speeches of that old 
prophet! I was thinking last night 
that if I could only be a Christian 
by believing Isaiah, and did not 
have to believe the New Testament, 
I would be prepared to make the 
change immediately.“ 

Opening my Bible, I said, I am 
going to read you a passage from 
the book of the prophet Isaiah. I 
will read about an unnamed man, 
and when I finish I want you to 
tell me of whom I am reading.” 

“Oh,” he replied, “that would 
be quite impossible! I am not fa- 
miliar enough with the Bible to 
do anything like that.“ 

“I do not think you will have any 
difficulty! Just let me read it to 
you.” 

And so I read the entire fifty- 
third chapter, which I am repro- 
ducing here because some readers 
may not be any more familiar 
with it than this young man, and 
I want you to have its precious 
words before you: 


“Who hath believed our report? 
and to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed? For he shall grow 
up before Him as a tender plant, 
and as a root out of a dry ground: 
He hath no form nor comeliness: 
and when we shall see Him, there 
is no beauty that we should desire 
Him. He is despised and rejected 
of men; a man of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief: and we hid as 
it were our faces from Him; He 
was despised, and we esteemed 
Him not. Surely He hath borne our 
grief,s and carried our sorrows: yet 
we did esteem Him stricken, smit- 
ten of God, and afflicted. But He 
was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, He was bruised for our in- 
iquities: the chastisement of ous 
peace was upon Him, and with His 
stripes we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; 
and the Lord hath laid on Him the 
inquity of us all. He was op- 
pressed, and He was afflicted, yet 
He opened not His mouth: He is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, so He openeth not His 
mouth. He was taken from prison 
and from judgment; and who shall 
declare His generation? for He was 
cut off out of the land of the liv- 
ing: for the transgressions of my 
people was He stricken. And He 
made His grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in His death; be- 
cause He had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit in. His 
mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to 
bruise Him; He hath put Him to 
grief: when Thou shalt make His 
soul an offering for sin, He shall 
see His seed, He shall prolong His 
days, and the pleasure of the Lord 
shall prosper in His hand. He shall 
see of the travail of His soul, and 
shall be satisfied: by His knowl- 
edge shall my righteous Servant 
justify many; for He shall bear 
their iniquities. Therefore will I 
divide Him. a portion with the 
great, and He shall divide the spoil 
with the strong; because He hath 
poured out His soul unto death: 
and He was numbered with the 
transgressors: and He bare the sin 
of many, and made intercession for 
the transgressors.” 


When I had finished reading, I 
said to the young man, “Now of 
whom was Isaiah speaking?” 

Eageriy he exclaimed, ‘‘Let me 
read it for myself, sir!“ 


I handed him the Bible, and 
watched him carefully as he read. 
Several times I noticed him fur- 
tively wipe away a tear. He was 
quiet for a few moments after his 
lips ceased to move. Then, handing 
the Book to me again, he said, 
“Well, I must confess it looks like 
Jesus!“ 

“Ah, there is no difficulty in 
recognizing that portrait, is there? 
Now let me give you a nut for 
skeptics to crack! That description 
of the life and death, and intima- 
tion of the resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ was written about 
seven hundred years before our 
Saviour was born in Bethlehem. 
How do you account for that?” 

“Can you prove that statement? 


a“ 


; 


— do you know it was written 
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Well, of course I am sim ac- 
cepting the record that. 

in the eigth century before Christ. 
But if you reject the testimony of 
Scripture, I cannot prove it. But 
there is something else in connec- 
tion with it that anyone who cares 
to investigate may prove for him- 
self. That Scripture was translated 
from the Hebrew into Greek, and 
deposited in the library of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus in Alexander, Egypt, 
about 230 years before the birth 
of Christ. It must have existed in 
the Hebrew for some years before 
it was translated into Greek, and 
it was as great a miracle to pro- 
duce it in Greek over two centuries 
before the birth of the Lord Jesus 
as to write it in Hebrew seven cen- 
turies before. How did Isaiah know 
of these things except by divine in- 
spiration?” 

He looked fixedly at me for a 
moment or two, and then without a 
word he rose to his feet and hur- 
ried from the hall. I wondered 
why, and learned afterward that 
he had not wanted me to see that 
he was overcome with emotion, and 
could not restrain his tears. 


I went to my room to pray for 
him. The next evening I looked for 
him, but he did not appear. Nor 
on the second evening, nor on the 
third — but on the fourth night 
he came in just after the meeting 
had begun. As he looked in at the 
door his eyes caught mine. There 
was something about his face that 
told me a great change had oc- 
curred. He walked boldly up the 
aisle, took a front seat, participat- 
ed in the singing, and the moment 
an opportunity was given for tes- 
timony he was on his feet. 


For an instant I dreaded his at- 
tempting to speak, as I thought 
that his tendency to stutter might 
make him confused, if not actually 
ridiculous. But though he had dif- 
ficulty with the first word or two, 
his stammering soon disappeared, 
and he spoke right on in a firm, 
clear voice. 

I cannot reproduce his exact 
words, but I shall never forget the 
substance of his testimony. He said 
something like this: 


My dear friends, I want to tell 
you tonight that after years of 
infidelity and unbelief, God has re- 
vealed Jesus Christ to me as my 
Saviour through the fifty-third 
chapter of the book of the prophet 
Isaiah, which I have read over and 
over again in the last few days and 
nights. I have passed through deep 
exercise because of my sins. I felt 
as though I had sinned too greatly 
for God ever to forgive me, but to- 
night I am certain that He has 
forgiven all my sins through the 
merits of Jesus Christ. 


“There is one confession that I 
feel I must make in this public 
way. I graduated from Cambridge 
University in England as a civil 
engineer, and I was one of the 
first group sent out to survey the 
railroad from Jaffa to Jerusalem, in 
the land of Palestine: I cannot tell 
you how strangely I was affected 
by everything I saw in that land. 
The very stones of Palestine 
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seemed to rise up against my un- 
belief, and to declare that the Bible 
is true. But I told myself that this 
was all superstition, and I refused 
to believe it. 

“One day a group of us were 
taken by a guide outside the Da- 
mascus Gate to what was known 
as ‘Gordon’s Calvary,’ the place 
which General Gordon thought he 
identified as the actual scene of 
the crucifixion. As we stood on the 
top of that skull-shaped knoll it 
came to me with much force that 
there Christianity, which I regard- 
ed as a delusion, really began. My 
anger flared up, and I burst forth 
in uncontrollable cursing and blas- 
phemy, so that even my ungodly 
companions were afraid and ran 
from the spot. They told me after- 
ward that they thought a bolt 
from the blue would strike me dead 
for cursing on that sacred place. 

“But, oh, my friends, I have lived 
to learn in the last few nights that 
the One whom I cursed on Cal- 
vary’s hill was wounded for my 
transgressions, bruised for my in- 
iquities; the chastisement of my 
peace was upon Him, and with 
His stripes I am healed!”’ 

He could say no more, for his 
feelings overcame him, and as he 
sank into his seat our hearts were 
filled with rejoicing, and we took 
up that old, familiar strain: 


“He breaks the power of can- 
celled sin, 
He sets the prisoner free; 
His blood can make the foulest 


clean — 
His blood avails for me!” 


The young man in question had 
a splendid bass voice, and it was 
soon his delight to help us sing 
the gospel to others. I can see him 
yet, singing some of the grand old 
hymns of the church in those deep, 
rich tones which carried so much 
conviction with them. His stay on 
earth was not very long after that, 
for within a year he was called to 
be forever with the Lord who had 
redeemed him with His precious 
blood. 

I am glad to retell his story, hop- 
ing it may be used of God to speak 
to someone who, like my dear 
friend of long ago, has been re- 
jecting the testimony of God in 
spite of all His love and grace 
to sinners. Let no one think he 
has sinned too greatly to be saved, 
for the vilest who comes to Christ 
is instantly cleansed from every 
stain. 


(The above true story is only 
one of a fascinating book of stories 
called RANDOM REMINISCENC- 
ES From Fifty Years of Ministry, 
by the beloved Dr. H. A. Ironside, 
pastor of the great Moody Memori- 
al Church. The book is 176 pages, 
seven full page illustrations, is 
nicely cloth bound, with colored 
jacket, makes ideal gift as even 
unsaved ple will read these true 
stories told in simple beauty, They 
should win many souls. The price, 
formerly $1.25, now only $1.00. It 
is published by Loizeaux Brothers, 
19 W. 2ist Street, New York City, 
New York, and may be ordered 
from them or from The Sword 
Book Room, or any good Christian 
book store.) 
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THE EVANGEL SERIES 


A series of valuable yet inexpensive pamphlets covering the 
major fields of Christian reading. These books are all 32 pages, 
self covered, neatly printed; some illustrated, some in two colors; 
all sound in doctrine — at the low price of 10c each, or 6 for 50c. 


THE DOUBLE CURE. A gospel appeal. Melvin E. Trotter. 
IS THE BIBLE TRUE? Nashville address. 
SAMUEL MORRIS. The true story of a Spirit-filled African. 

GOD IS LOVE. An appeal to the unsaved. D. L. Moody. 

GOD REACHING DOWN. Messages to the unconverted. C. H. Spurgeon. 
THE PERIL OF UNBELIEF AND THE DANGER OF DOUBT. D. L. Moody 


OTHER BOOKLETS (Smaller pages, colored cover) 
AN HOUR WITH J. HUDSON TAYLOR, a touching biography by Walter 


AN HOUR WITH GEORGE MULLER. A thrilling biography by A. Sims. 
CHARLES G. FINNEY, the man who prayed down revivals. By A. Sims. 


BILLY BRAY, the celebrated Cornish man possessed of flaming zeal and 
mountain-moving faith. 3rd edition. 

DAVID BRAINERD AND JOHN WELSH, two mighty men of God who 
prayed down revivals of religion. 

A PRAYER-ANSWERING GOD, by a Minister's Wife on“ Frontier; 
also the marvelous story of how a missionary in China was fed by 
ravens and a record of the wonderful way in which God sent meal to 
a poor widow in dire distress. Compiled by Rev. A. Sims. 
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